LETARC held our monthly meeting on May 22nd, 2021. Ross Bennett KI5SR gave a very informative presentation discussing digital voice
modes and their history and benefits. Thank you Ross for all of the information. We would like to welcome visitor John Beck KB5LE from
Shreveport, LA and thank him for the tickets and info about the Shreveport Hamfest in August. Bill Hale KI5PJJ and Lance McNeel
W5TWM were kind enough to come visit us for another meeting. Rhett Pilcher KG5NWI joined LETARC, welcome Rhett! It was nice to
see Gerald Cooper AG5MY and Randal Mays KG5IEE back in person.
In ARRL VE testing news Scott Broberg from Tilden, NE currently stationed in Shreveport, LA passed his technician and general exams.
Brandon Jones of Dallas, TX and Darrell Jones of Gilmer, TX passed their technician exams. LETARC would like to congratulate these
new hams and welcome them to the world's greatest hobby.

LETARC meeting May 2021
LETARC President
Ross Bennett KI5SR
talks about digital
radio modes, history and
benefits.

LETARC 2nd Tuesday dinners
are back! Join us on June 8th at
6:30 P.M. at Cotton Patch on
McCann street in Longview.

LETARC Propagation

June 2021

1. Opening Ceremonies
Call to order at 0900.
Prayer and Pledge by Rhett Pilcher.
Introductions.
Welcome from President Ross Bennett.
1. Adoption of Agenda
Meeting agenda adopted.
1. Adoption of Minutes
Reading of minutes and finances from April meeting. No objections. Minutes adopted.
1. Reports from Officers.
2. President Ross Bennett – no board meeting since last meeting. We have not heard from Ron Case lately. May not be able to continue
as VP.
3. Vice President Ron Case
4. Secretary/Treasurer James Bray
5. Media Director Don Gamble – still looking for information for newsletter.
6. Communications Director Jim Rogers – not present. Out working on .34 machine.
1. Report of the Board
1. Reports by Committees
1. Reports by Members
a. Lance McNeel – asked about a local 10 meter net. Stated he may start one if there is interest. Emergency net 147.380 tone 136.5 on
Thursday nights, 9 repeater system.
b. John Beck - June 5 W Monroe tailgate sale. Aug 14 Shreveport Hamfest will have a raffle and John has tickets with him. Mena a
possible go Sep 11.
c. Robert Parham – confirmed Mena Hamfest is starting back.
d. Don Gamble – shared in for about field day survey. 80% want to combine home and radio room for field day.
e. Richard Brown – Thanked everyone for prayers and support about loss of his daughter. Richard is pending lung surgery and has
had pneumonia for a few months.
1. Recess
1. Reconvene
1. Program:
a. Radio Digital Networking: Why would we do that?
XI. Continuing Business
1. New Business
2. Terry Johnson made a motion for the club to spend up to $350, at the discretion of the Media Director Don Gamble, to develop and
produce brochures promoting Amateur radio and LETARC. Seconded by John Zenter. Motion passed.
3. Dave Luchak motioned to start having monthly dinner again. Start with Cotton Patch on June 8 at 1830. Seconded by John Zenter.
Motion passed.
4. Discussion concerning Net Control for weekly meeting.
5. Dave Luchak motioned to move meeting a week early for June. Seconded by John Zenter. Motion passed.
1. VE Test Headcount – Enough testers are available.
1. Adjourn at 1127.

Thank you to James Bray KG5OFX for recording the
minutes and sharing them with the Propagation.
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80%

I would like to combine LETARC's Field day between home stations and Mims VFD

10%

I would like to operate from the LETARC radio room at Mims VFD near Avinger, TX

10%

I would like to operate from our homes
Additional comments

Ain't Field day without a GOTA station
In a group, in actual field conditions
In open area setup portable antennas all generator

Thank you to all of you who participate in LETARC's surveys.
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At the May 22nd meeting a motion was passed that we move our monthly club meeting one week earlier to June 19th to plan for the
ARRL Field day. We are waiting to see if the Fire training center is available for us that day. The VE test session date and venue is also
undecided at this time. Please monitor our 8:30 P.M. Wednesday evening networks on 147.34 MHz and check our groups.io email group
to keep up to date on our plans for our next meeting, our next VE session, and our Field day plans.

ARRL Learning network
webinars
The ARRL has a webinar series to help educate amateurs remotely. One of the upcoming webinars is "Improving Your Club’s 2021 Field
Day Score" by Paul Bourque N1SFE, ARRL Contest Program Manager. You can register and learn about all of the ARRL webinars by
clicking here. Be advised that you have to be a member of the ARRL to participate.

K1USN Radio club wins CWops
award for advancing the art of CW
K1USN amateur radio club out of Massachusetts
created a slow speed CW test each week. This helped
amateurs new to CW learn and practice. Congrats to
K1USN! Visit CWops at cwops.org.

QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo
The next QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo is scheduled for August 14th and 15th, 2021. There are currently seeking presenters. If you are
interested in the Virtual Ham expo visit qsotodayhamexpo.com.
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IN THE 2019 ARRL FIELD DAY INDY UNITED ARC PLACED 2ND IN
CLASS 3A, ONLY 3 MONTHS AFTER THE CLUB WAS FORMED! IN
2020 INDY UNITED ARC SCORED MORE POINTS THAN ANY
OTHER GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL IN ANY CLASS AND WAS HEAD
AND SHOULDERS ABOVE EVERYONE ELSE. BRIAN SMITH W9IND
WAS KIND ENOUGH TO GIVE US SOME TIPS ON HOW THE INDY
UNITED CLUB WORKED TOGETHER TO BE SUCCESSFUL.
LETARC: Please tell us about your club and your favorite things about the group.
Brian W9IND: Indy United ARC is an Indianapolis-based, ARRL-affiliated club with a focus on contesting in general and Field Day in
particular. We were formed in March 2019 and currently have about 50 members.
Many of our operators had previously participated in Field Day as part of a 6-club coalition under the banner of the Indianapolis Radio
Club (IRC). I was Field Day Coordinator of that group in 2018, when we finished 3rd in Class 3A.
But in early 2019, the IRC decided to do a casual Field Day, which sent competitive operators (present company included) in a different
direction. With only 3 months before FD 2019, fellow Coordinator Bill Kennedy, WY9T, and I decided that Central Indiana needed a new
club with a competitive focus on Field Day.
So we went for it, encouraged by the support of like-minded operators who, like we, wanted to explore the full potential of our
emerging Field Day team. Even though we had no official members, no club equipment, no treasury and no insurance, we quickly
coalesced, recruiting members, borrowing equipment, raising money, affiliating with the ARRL and paying for insurance, not to
mention the rental costs on our Field Day site. We placed 2nd in always-tough 3A that first year, and of course, collected a pleasantly
stunning overall Field Day championship in 2020.
Now comes the opportunity to demonstrate that Indy United can perform even better, on the scoreboard at least, in our 3rd year.
Favorite things about the group.
I like the spirit, the camaraderie and the commitment of our membership. For instance, we decided from the beginning not to charge
annual dues, so we depend entirely on donations to fund our Field Day operation. Thanks to the support of members, friends and other
local clubs, we’re now in our third year as a no-dues club.
I’m particularly awestruck by the quality of talent we’ve managed to assemble from the Indianapolis area and elsewhere in Indiana,
including Mike Wetzel, an internationally known contester who won the silver medal in the inaugural World Radio Team
Championship in 1990.
It’s gratifying to see positive results on Field Day and know that we were able to accomplish them with our own homegrown talent.
LETARC: You guys did an incredible job in the previous ARRL Field Days. What led up to your success?

Brian W9IND: Thanks for the kind words. Considering that we formed Indy United in 2019, it might appear that our performances of
the past two Field Days are a case of overnight success.
But there was nothing overnight about it: Bill, WY9T, and I began coordinating competitive Field Day efforts for the Indianapolis Radio
Club in the mid-2010s. Even before that, we took Field Day trips to New Mexico mountaintops in the company of fellow Indy ops.
We watched, participated, learned what works and what doesn’t, and put that experience to good use when we got our turn to direct
the show. Not every plan or strategy delivered the results we wanted, but our steady improvement through 2018 convinced us that we
were on the right track. So when we created Indy United in 2019, we had the opportunity to use our own blueprint, and our 2020 score
of 17,330 points was a testament to our efforts.
Despite having considerably fewer resources than teams with hundreds of members and/or thousands of dollars in their treasury, we
maximize our opportunities through a mix of strategy, personnel, technical improvements, performance analysis, and organization.

LETARC: How did all of you get organized?

Brian W9IND: There’s nothing revolutionary about our organizational methods. We use email (including a club reflector) for general
communications, and since the spring of 2020 we’ve been meeting in Zoom rooms and on conference calls. I’ve even resorted to snail
mail at times to make initial contacts.
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Our game plan is an evolving approach whose formal start began with a document that I presented at our first 2019 meeting. As the
resident numbers nerd, I gave it the tongue-in-cheek title of “My Evil Scheme to Dominate 3A” and proceeded to unveil my thoughts
and calculations on how – with a few strategic adjustments – we could seriously contend for No. 1 in Class 3A. We proceeded to finish
2nd and discovered only afterward that a faulty phone station had undermined our performance.
LETARC: What adversity and problems had to be solved?

Brian W9IND: In 2020 we had to grapple with not only the usual challenges of a young club – namely, a lack of money, club-owned
equipment and other resources – but a pandemic-depleted roster.
Thanks to Cyndy Meier, K9CMM, we implemented an array of health precautions, including daily thermometer checks and individually
packaged food, and on the operating side we relied on “iron man” performances – especially by Mike, W9RE; Jose Castillo, N4BAA; and
Dale Hammer, K9NN – to cover the 72 hours of our 3A schedule. We’re talking 11 to 13 hours per person on the air.
But the result made it worthwhile. As best I can determine, we’re the first Indiana team to attain the highest overall score on Field Day.
Sure, many of the leading clubs sat it out, but Field Day is about playing the hand you’re dealt, and for one glorious weekend we
managed to play ours better than anyone else.

LETARC: What advice would you give a radio club that is new to operating an ARRL Field Day?

Brian W9IND: 1. Be creative. Make it an actual outing. Don’t set up in a department store parking lot or your club president’s backyard;
add a touch of adventure by locating your Field Day site away from familiar scenery. Choose a park, a forest, a hilltop or, yes, even a field.
2. Go the distance. Don’t call it quits on Saturday night – set up tents, rotate personnel, operate all night and stay with it until 1800 UTC
Sunday. Hey, it’s a simulated emergency, right?
3. Involve the ionosphere. Don’t spend your entire weekend on VHF, talking to stations you can see from your Field Day site. Many
newer hams have rarely (if ever) made an HF QSO, so give them the thrill of contacting a station in Washington or Puerto Rico or
Newfoundland.
4. Be competitive – even if you can’t win. It forces you to focus, pushes you beyond your limits and raises your game. I hear people
proclaim that Field Day isn’t a contest, but that doesn’t mean you have to spend the weekend indulging in what I call the 3 B’s – beer,
burgers and B.S. Challenge your club to see who can make the most contacts in an hour, and have a separate category for the newbies.
5. Get Them on the Air. Speaking of newbies, if your club has even a handful of brand-new and inexperienced hams, set up a GOTA (Get
On The Air) station for them. Assign a GOTA Coach, practice a little before the start of Field Day, and let the rookies have their day.
LETARC: What advice would you give to a club that has participated in Field Day before but wants to take things to the next level and
become more competitive?
Brian W9IND: Be realistic. Understand that Field Day success is a process. So unless you’re starting with a team of veteran contesters – or
competing in a tiny category, such as 13A – don’t expect to finish first, or even in the top 10 if it’s a popular class like 2A or 3A.
Indy United’s journey into the upper echelon of Class 3A began 6 years ago, before our club even existed. In 2014 the IRC finished 25th in
3A, but the following year we tried a more competitive approach and improved to 9th. We took a step back in 2016, entering 2A and
falling to 15th, but that blunder taught us that 3A was a more natural fit for us.
Thus began our slow climb to the top: 6th in 2017, 3rd in 2018, 2nd in 2019 (as the newly formed Indy United), and 1st overall in 2020.
I can’t give you our blueprint because (1) it’s filled with trade secrets, and (2) even if you followed it to the letter, it wouldn’t work the
same for you because you have to adapt your game plan to the strengths and weaknesses of your own resources.
But here’s a good starting point: Find out how many of your members are truly committed to building a winning Field Day team. As the
saying goes, hope is not a strategy. Pessimism isn’t either, but don’t settle for answers like, “Yeah, I might be able to be there Saturday.”
Choose a transmitter class that you have enough operators to cover around the clock – so it’s 24 hours in the case of 1A, 48 for 2A, etc.
Keep worst-case scenarios in mind – what if a couple of operators cancel at the last minute, what if a radio blows a component, what if
a thunderstorm comes through. And remember, it’s all about points, so consider every opportunity for scoring, deploy your troops
strategically, adjust your approach on the fly if circumstances dictate, and gather together a month afterward with stat sheets to
analyze your performance.

LETARC: What advice would you give an operator who is competing by themselves on Field Day?

Brian W9IND: 1. If it’s your first Field Day, my advice is, “Don’t.” You really can’t enjoy Field Day to the fullest if you haven’t seen what it’s
about and what it can be.
Find a club that does Field Day – preferably as an outing, building a station from scratch and staying overnight Saturday. Join them for
setup: Watch and learn as they haul in portable generators, put up antennas and hook up radios. Help out as much as you can. Hear the
cavalcade of QSOs as the clock strikes 1800 in Greenwich.
And don’t just watch – get on the air, especially if you’re GOTA-eligible. You’ll get nervous, you’ll make mistakes, but you’ll be a better,
more confident operator by the time you’re done.
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2. If it’s not your first Field Day, I’d still recommend that you experience it in the field and not in your backyard. Sure, you can have fun in a
variety of settings, but there’s just something special about spending a weekend in a scenic location away from familiar places.
And if you really want an over-the-top experience, here’s how creative Field Day can get: My late, great buddy Mike Koss – former holder
of the Indy United club call, W9SU – was the founder of Industrial Communication Engineers and designer of its innovative band filters
and lightning arrestors.
But once a year, for Field Day, he would lock up his business and lead a small group of us on what he dubbed Alien Trek 2005 or
whatever year it was. We’d head to Roswell, New Mexico, set up at the site of a reputed flying saucer crash, and use the club call of
W9UFO. Or we’d wind up atop Gallinas Peak, a drivable 8,000-foot mountain where we enjoyed the happy phenomenon of zero line
noise.
Granted, not everyone can go to such lengths, literally and figuratively. But the beauty of Field Day is that, like Burger King, you can have
it your way – especially as an individual operator. And with a little extra creative effort, you can find a unique vantage point that will turn
another fourth full weekend in June into a memory you’ll treasure.
As I like to say: If you think Field Day is nothing special, you’re not doing it right!

LETARC: What logging system do you use? Are there any logging systems you would stay away from?

Brian W9IND: The two main ones for Field Day are N1MM and N3FPJ. Indy United uses N1MM, but I have also tried N3FPJ and consider
both of them user-friendly.
I’d go with one or the other, even for a small Field Day effort. You might think it’s simpler to go old school and use paper logs, but that
just leads to duping, which won’t make you more popular with other Field Day operators. It’ll also make filling out an entry form a bigger
hassle if you plan on submitting your score.
It’s not that difficult to download logging software and learn to use it (ask a veteran contester for a helping hand if necessary) – and in the
end, it’ll simplify your Field Day and everybody else’s.

LETARC: Is there any gear that has really helped you or that you really like?

Brian W9IND: We’re big on the Elecraft K3, and if your club is looking for a versatile Field Day rig that some of your members are likely to
have, I know of nothing better.
We’ve had less success with the Icom IC-7300, which seems to work well for single-op efforts, but in our experience, didn’t play well with
others.
LETARC: What are the most important things to get squared away when you are in the planning stage ahead of a radio contest or event?

Brian W9IND: I can only address this from the standpoint of a competitive Field Day effort with multiple transmitters and two to three
dozen participants, since that’s what I know best. In that scenario, your primary concerns for a Field Day team are:
1. Operators. Do you have enough operators to keep all of your stations on the air around the clock? Do you have the right skill set to
cover your phone, CW and/or digital schedule? What about GOTA, VHF and satellite stations?
2. Equipment. If your club doesn’t have its own rigs, antennas, generators, wire, etc., can you borrow enough to stay on the air for 24
hours? Bring a backup rig, tools, wire and other materials in case Mr. Murphy pays you a visit. And don’t forget to give your equipment a
trial run before set-up day!
3. Food. As the old saying goes, an army marches on its stomach. You have to keep fuel in the fire – and unless you plan on telling
everybody to BYO (which I don’t recommend), you’ll need to keep the troops fed. That means providing about 3 to 4 regular meals, along
with sufficient drinks and snacks to last all day Saturday, overnight, and much of Sunday. You might even want to provide edibles Friday
if that’s your setup day.
4. A site. Don’t take this for granted or leave it for the last minute; start early in the year. In Indianapolis, most city parks don’t allow
overnight occupancy, and at Scout camps and other campgrounds, June is one of the busiest months. Even if you find the ideal site, you
might not be able to afford it: Indy’s biggest park charges $1,000 for security. Speaking of which, take a look around your proposed
location. Will it be safe for your operators and expensive equipment at 3 a.m. Sunday?
5. A strategy. What class will you enter? What’s your mix of phone, CW and digital operations? How many on-air hours per operator?
What about GOTA, VHF and satellite? How many bonus points can you nail down?
6. Insurance. In this day and age, any accident that causes property damage or, God forbid, personal injury can result in a lawsuit. I
wouldn’t depend on luck, plus many rental sites require proof of insurance. Thankfully, the ARRL offers club liability insurance for only
$200 a year, as long as you’re an ARRL affiliate, and it covers not only clubs but their officers and members. (Hint: If some of your Field
Day operators don’t belong to your club, find a way to make them members so they’ll be covered, too.)
Indeed, there are countless moving parts to any successful Field Day effort. And even with a comprehensive list, you’ll never be able to
anticipate everything that can go wrong. But you’ll be much better prepared to deal with it if it does.
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LETARC: If you could go back and do something differently, what would it be?

Brian W9IND: Not enter 2A in 2016. Our Indianapolis Radio Club team finished only 15th, yet with the exact same score we would have
placed 10th in 3A. (Imagine where a third transmitter would have put us!)
The ARRL’s FD16 logo was a brown shoeprint, and that pretty much describes what I’d like to leave on the memory of Field Day 2016.

LETARC: What is your favorite part of amateur radio?

Brian W9IND: Field Day might be it! It’s what got me back into amateur radio after 9 years away from the hobby. I’d been a Novice for 2
years as a teenager, after which the nonrenewable license expired.
Then, as a Fort Wayne, Indiana, newspaper reporter in 1982, I happened across a Field Day news release submitted by the Fort Wayne
Radio Club. My City Editor allowed me to cover it, and by the time I’d finished touring the Field Day site, I had talked my host into letting
me sit down in the Novice tent and work a couple of stations on CW (which I still remembered). I wanted to stay longer! A few months
later I was licensed again, but this time I didn’t stop until I reached Extra.
I also enjoy contesting in general, along with DXing and special events – on both sides of the microphone. I’ve been an operator on
W9IMS, the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Amateur Radio Club, since our first special event in 2004 … so listen for “Brian with an I.”

Ham radio quote
"For Field Day this year I was inspired to use my homebrew G5RV Jr. in honor of having met and chatted with Louis Varney on 20 meter
CW one time long ago." - Tony Day KC4AUF.
There is a great story behind this Field day quote that you can read about by clicking here. Upon visiting with Tony to get permission to
use this quote he shared pictures and stories that prove fascinating and show what a great amateur Tony KC4AUF is. Thank you Tony for
sharing with us!

Pictures of Louis Varney G5RV's shack and antennas
courtesy of Tony Day KC4AUF. Thank you Tony!
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Thank you for reading our newsletter. We hope to see you at our next club meeting and hear you on our nets. If you
would like to contribute an article, idea, pictures, or any information to the Propagation email Don at
gambledon@gmail.com.

Please visit our website at www.letarc.org.

73 de Don Gamble KG5CMS.
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June 5th

10-10 International PSK Contest

June 5th

Kentucky QSO Party

June 5th

RSGB National Field Day

June 12th

ARRL June VHF Contest, CW, Phone, Digital

June 19th

West Virginia QSO Party

June 19th

ARRL Kids day, Phone

June 26th

ARRL Field Day
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